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Election Challenge Update 
Chelan County Superior Court Judge John Bridges is set to hear arguments on the Democrat Party’s motion 
to dismiss the Republican Party’s election challenge on Friday, February 4. Last week, Secretary of State 
Sam Reed filed court papers siding with Republicans on key legal issues in the lawsuit. Since the court first 
met on January 20, the Republican Party has filed briefs on its discovery and verification of 737 illegal 
votes. 
 
Election Reform Update – New Bills Filed 
Senate Bill 5564 - requiring that during the vote counting, recounting, tabulation and canvassing process, 
counties must have on hand a manual that explains all election laws and rules in easy-to-understand, plain 
language for quick reference. (co-sponsored by Sen. Oke) 
Senate Bill 5565 - requiring clear, concise instructions regarding the options for return of ballots be printed 
on the outside envelope of ballots sent to military and overseas voters. (co-sponsored by Sen. Oke) 
Senate Bill 5667 - requiring all counties to elect their chief election official. Currently, King County is the 
only county with an appointed chief election official. 
Senate Bill 5668 – requiring a mandatory voter education program for high school students to teach them 
how to vote and how Washington’s election system works. 
Senate Bill 5689 - prohibiting the enhancement of ballots by election workers to determine a voter’s intent. 
Requires all mismarked ballots to be reviewed by the canvassing board; and if the voter did not follow the 
rules for marking ballots, the ballot is rejected. (co-sponsored by Sen. Oke) 
 
SRC election reforms now fit into the following five themes:  
Re-registration: Cleansing the voter rolls by requiring legitimate voters to re-register and verify eligibility. 
Identification: Requiring eligible voters to present identification at the polls to ensure they are legitimate. 
Standardization: Developing statewide rules and standards so everyone’s votes are handled in an equitable 
manner. 
Reconciliation: Making sure we have a voter for every vote cast. 
Military accommodation: Making sure our men and women protecting our country abroad can cast their 
votes in a timely manner. 
 
Election Reform Task Force to hold public meetings 
A task force on election reform, co-chaired by Secretary of State Sam Reed and former State Senator Betti 
Sheldon, has scheduled four meetings to answer questions and receive comments from the public. Former 
State Senator Larry Sheahan and former WSU President Sam Smith also serve on the task force. The meet-
ing schedule is as follows: 
 



Vancouver – 6:30-8:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 10, Clark College Foster Auditorium 
Des Moines – 6 -8 p.m., Monday, Feb. 14, Highline Community College Student Union Building 
Pasco – 6-8 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 16, Columbia Basin College Student Union Building 
Spokane – 6-8 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 22, Spokane Community College Lair Student Center 

 
Statement by Sen. Oke on HOT lane plan for SR 167 between Auburn and Renton. 
“I was pleased to hear positive testimony in the Senate Transportation Committee on the proposal to use tolls 
to allow better use of the HOV lane on SR 167. It is gratifying to know that we can now talk about tolls with-
out the bitterness that haunted the Tacoma Narrows Bridge project for so many years. We have some danger-
ous congestion problems in the Puget Sound region and we have a finite number of dollars to solve these problems 
without increasing the gas tax. Tolling allows people who need the relief to get it – without taxing people who 
will never benefit. 
 
Oke’s courage in sticking with the Tacoma Narrows Bridge project was recognized in a recent Bremerton Sun 
editorial, “Other toll plans vindicate bridge fees.” 
 
Excerpted from the Bremerton Sun, January 27, 2005 
“They're right. With a $1.6 billion state budget deficit and scant chance voters would approve a transpor-
tation tax, user tolls are a sensible — and fair — means of paying for big-bucks highway projects.  

That's the same conclusion reached several years ago by supporters of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge project.  
But despite the fact that 13 other Washington state bridges had been financed by tolls, opponents went 
ballistic over the concept. They opposed the bridge itself, the public-private partnership, the financing 
arrangements, the environmental impact statement — but mostly they opposed the tolls. And ultimately, 
they lost. The bridge project won final approval and is moving forward.  
Now, subsequent realities are vindicating the use of tolls to pay for major transportation projects — ones 
like the Narrows Bridge that couldn't gain statewide voter or legislative approval because they benefit 
only one region or another. And the concept, although not exactly popular, is gaining more widespread 
acceptance.  

All this must be rewarding to longtime bridge warriors like Sen. Bob Oke, who slogged through a lot of 
slung mud, absorbed a lot of criticism and nearly lost his Senate seat for championing a new Narrows 
Bridge built with user tolls.” 
The full editorial can be viewed at: http://www.kitsapsun.com/bsun/opinion/article/0,2403,BSUN_19097_3500297,00.html  
 

Agenda for Washington 2005 
Washington State House & Senate Republicans: Moving Washington Forward 
Pass a no-new-taxes budget that protects vulnerable citizens 
GOALS:  

Continue the Priorities of Government (POG) process and support a budget that 
lives within our means, doesn’t raise taxes and maintains core services that 
protect vulnerable citizens. 

Require government programs be reviewed regularly for efficiency and effective-
ness. 

Approve government liability reform that limits attorneys’ fees so victims get 
more of the money they deserve, shifts to several liability so taxpayers only 
pay a fair share of the damages and limits awards of greater than $1 million 
without legislative approval. 

FACTS:  
Washington’s revenues are expected to increase by nearly 7 percent in this 

budget cycle, yet Democrats are already considering a tax increase to fund an 
additional increase in spending. 

The Legislature solved a $2.8 B problem in 03-05 by prioritizing government 
spending.   



The same discipline can be used again this year to solve this problem without 
raising taxes. 

State agencies will pay $150 million this biennium into the self insurance liability 
program, which pays tort claims against the state and related defense costs. 
That’s enough to pay for 15,000 higher ed slots or a $100 tax cut for every 
family in Washington. 

Create new jobs by making it easier to do business in Washington 
GOALS:  

Exempt all small businesses from B&O tax for a year and new small businesses 
for two years. 

Double the small business B&O tax credit. 
Eliminate the registration burden for businesses not currently required to pay 

B&O taxes.  
Increase government accountability by requiring the governor to sign all major 

new rules, limiting agency rule-making to specific grants of legislative authority 
and delaying major rules until after a legislative session.  

Pass comprehensive workers’ compensation reform. 
FACTS:  

The tax burden in Washington falls particularly hard on small business owners.  
Almost  
50 percent of all taxes are paid by businesses, the highest percentage of any 
western state. 

Total state regulation has expanded to fill 32 phonebook-sized volumes, forming 
a stack of paper more than five feet high. Employers spend valuable time and 
money trying to comply with everything – and that means less time and 
money for creating jobs.  

Washington’s worker’s compensation system pays one of the highest levels of 
benefits in the country and it is forcing employers cut jobs. 
 

Control the cost of health Insurance and protect patient choices 
GOALS: 

Allow insurers to provide affordable packages, tailored to meet the needs of  
employers, employees & their families.  

Allow state employees more choice and control by directing the Public Employees 
Benefits Board to allow them to invest in Health Savings Accounts. 

FACTS:  
Nationally, health care spending grew almost 8 percent in 2003. It now makes up 

about  
15 percent of the national economy. 

The number of employers who offer health insurance has dropped from 65 per-
cent in 1993 to just 47 percent today. 
 

Protect citizens’ rights for a fair election 
GOAL: 

Pass comprehensive election reforms to deal with provisional ballots, illegal votes, 
votes without voters, disenfranchised military voters and partisan elections  
officers. 

 



FACT:  
In the aftermath of the 2004 elections, reports are surfacing about illegal votes, 

votes without voters and poor elections systems. 
 
Budget Tidbits…just the facts 
Gregoire repeals eligibility verification designed to prevent Medicaid fraud. Cost to taxpayers?  $31  
million!  Go to www.src.wa.gov and click on “Budget Tidbits…just the facts, 4th Edition.” 
 
Bill strengthens open records act, helps protects public’s right to know 
Last year, the state Supreme Court created new loopholes to the state’s open records act by expanding the  
attorney-client privilege to otherwise public documents. Opponents said the ruling turned the Public Disclo-
sure Act “on its ear.” Before the ruling, a government body had to show that it was likely to be sued before 
officials could refuse to disclose documents that contained advice from attorneys. Senate bill 5735, intro-
duced at the request of state Attorney General Rob McKenna and co-sponsored by Sen. Oke, tightens the 
language for the attorney-client privilege and makes it clear that a document is not exempt from public disclo-
sure just because it contains legal counsel advice.  
 
Bill cracks down on predatory teachers  
A Pierce County high school teacher was recently charged with sexual misconduct inside his classroom with a 
14-year-old girl. This teacher had previously resigned a teaching position in Thurston County after he was 
found viewing pornography on a school computer.  His teaching certificate was suspended for 60 days. Senate 
Bill 5677 (co-sponsored by Sen. Oke) revokes a teacher’s certificate to teach if he or she is found to be viewing 
pornography at school. Last year, legislators approved a measure to speed up investigations of school employ-
ees accused of wrong-doing and to require the investigation be completed even if the employee resigns, lets his 
or her teaching certificate lapse or moves out of state.  
 
Young woman’s blindness caused by falling debris spurs bill to increase penalties for failing to secure 
vehicle loads 
Last February, 24-year-old Maria Federici of Renton was severely injured and made blind when a piece of  
particleboard fell off a trailer in front of her vehicle while she was driving on I-405. The driver pulling the 
trailer with the unsecured load was issued two traffic citations with a total maximum in fines of less than $400. 
Maria will never get her sight back. Senate Bill 5457 makes failure to secure a vehicle load on a public high-
way that results in an individual being injured a gross misdemeanor that could be punishable by up to one year 
in jail. 
 
Bill would set up public meetings around the state to gather input on forest health 
Washington’s forests are being jeopardized by pests and diseases that know no boundaries when it comes to 
state land, federal land or private property. Pest infestations and disease lead to large areas of dead and dying 
trees that cause an increased risk of forest fires. In 2004, legislators approved a measure creating a workgroup 
to study forest health issues and report its findings and recommendations to the Legislature. Senate Bill 5179 
authorizes this workgroup to conduct at least five public hearings statewide to hear comments from concerned 
citizens and private land owners.   
 
Bill seeks to ensure prompt reporting of on-the-job injuries to employers  
In Washington, on-the-job injuries claims are started by the injured worker and his or her health care provider. 
The employer may have no knowledge that a claim has been filed until after the Department of Labor & Industries 
(L&I) accepts the claim and mails the appropriate form to the employer. Most other states require that a com-
pensation claim be filed through the employer. Under Senate Bill 5665, health care providers who treat a patient for 
an on-the-job injury must remind the worker of his or her duty to report the injury to his employer. Claims may 
be delayed and a $50 fine may be assessed on the worker if he or she does not make a reasonable attempt to 
notify the employer right away. Also under the bill, the employer must be given a reasonable opportunity to 
comment on the claim before L&I accepts it as valid. 



Resolution asks Congress to approve bill to create Ice Age Floods National Geologic Trail in Eastern 
Washington 
During the Ice Age floods thousands of years ago, Eastern Washington’s scablands, dry coulees, cataracts, 
fertile farmland and significant wetlands were formed. Now, a movement is underway to recognize this 
geological phenomenon by creating an Ice Age Floods National Geological Trail. Senate Joint Memorial 
8000 calls upon Congress to approve the Ice Age Geologic Trail bill before them. For more information on 
this fascinating event, please visit the Ice Age Floods Institute Web side at 
http://www.iceagefloodsinstitute.org/. 
 
Refund checks for licensing fees eliminated or reduced by Initiative 776 still available 
In October 2004, the state Department of Licensing (DOL) sent refund checks to vehicle owners who paid fees that were elimi-
nated or reduced when voters approved I-776 in November 2002. About 96 percent of these checks were cashed before they ex-
pired after 90 days, but those who didn’t get them deposited in time still have an opportunity to claim their refund. For informa-
tion about cashing these checks, contact the DOL customer service center at 360-902-3770. 
 
   

Legislative toll free hotline: 1-800-562-6000 
TTY: 1-800-635-9993 

Senate Republican Web site: www.src.wa.gov 
Legislature’s Web site: http://www1.leg.wa.gov/legislature 


